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“The greatest immediate benefit of 
providing students grades K-12 with access 
to the network and internet via Wi-Fi will 
be the ability to meet current demand. 
Right now, there is a far greater need for 
computer access than there are 
opportunities for students to use 
computers. The computer labs are booked 
to capacity and demand far outweighs 
supply. With Wi-Fi, access will become 
available through mobile laptop carts 
(COWs) which will allow a grade level 
(elementary schools) or a given class 
(secondary school) to provide an entire 
classroom access to a research and/or 
writing assignment even when they cannot 
obtain lab time.” –Sean Adcroft  
Coordinator for Instructional & Libraries 
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Creating A Mobile 

Classroom By Connecting 
Our Schools To The World 
 

The Tower Foundation of Manhasset, Inc. is a 
non-profit organization established in 1991 
by members of the Manhasset community to 
enrich the educational experience of the 
students of the Manhasset schools. 
 
The Tower Foundation was created in 
response to a simultaneous decline in state 
funding to the Manhasset school district and 
increase in its school age population. Its goal 
is to raise funds from the private sector, 
including individuals, families and 
businesses, and distribute these funds as 
grants to Manhasset Public Schools. 
 
The Tower Foundation is governed by an 
independent board of directors selected 
from the Manhasset community. The Board 
works closely with the Manhasset Board of 
Education and each school’s administration 
to determine which gifts are given in order 
to serve the greatest number of students. 
 

What can  
Wi-Fi provide  
RIGHT NOW? 
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We Are Committed 
To A Cause….  

Our Kids  

SUPPORT OUR INITIATIVE 
 

What is “Wi-Fi”? 
Wi-Fi" is the abbreviation for Wireless 
Fidelity, an innovative networking technology 
that has revolutionized the possibilities for 
Internet connectivity. The sheer convenience 
of Wi-Fi has made it an increasingly popular 
choice for connecting to the World Wide Web. 
Today, it has become the standard for 
wireless connectivity. 
 
 



 
 

SHELTER ROCK & MUNSEY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS: 
At the elementary level, COWs (Computers On Wheels) may be used for: 
*Classroom research assignments and Web Quests 
*Mathematical explorations, charts, graphs, and tools associated with Everyday Math or accelerated math 
*Science lab research and reporting activities 
*Writing assignments – including social studies topics, explorations 
*File saving - Students have their own accounts or class accounts for file saving  
The elementary schools each have only two computer labs.  One is used throughout the day for computer application lessons,  
that leaves only one for students to work independently.  Classrooms for grades 4 – 6 each have 4-5 computers.  Wi-Fi with laptop 
computer carts will dramatically increase the amount of computing time students will have in these grades.  Additionally, as the upper 
elementary grades will need less computer lab time, this will free up computer lab time for the primary grade students.  

We asked the Manhasset 
School Administrators and 
Teachers:  
How can Wi-Fi enhance 
the education provided 
by Manhasset schools? 
What will it provide to 
our students? 
 

These are their responses:  
 

Science 
*Independent as well as collaborative team data collection and 
analysis, all grade levels (4-12).  
*The ability to compile, sort, chart, graph and evaluate data on 
the individual, group, class, regional, national and international 
levels (Project GLOBE).  
*The creation of laboratory reports and projects from grades 4-
12 uploaded to cloud-based sites (Wiki, Moodle) for peer 
review, effective and timely teacher feedback, formative and 
summative assessments.  
*The implementation and participation in videoconferencing, 
Town Hall Forums and Podcasts related to scientific research 
and events in real-time, grades 4-12 ("Connect a Million 
Minds," Howard Hughes Medical Center Videoconferences, 
Operating Room Live). 
·Student access to test-prep, Regents and AP exam review 
sites, grades 8-12, related to class discussion, extra-help 
classes and prior to summative assessments throughout the 
course. 
*Specialized science programs grades 4-12 (Science 
Research, Astronomy, STEM, NYS Jr. Science Olympiad 
Team) would be able to access information in real-time to 
further develop, complete and to advance projects in 
preparation of local, regional, and national scientific 
competitions. 

Mathematics 
*Students would be able to complete assignment like Castle 
Learning at any point or place during the school day. 
*Math Research class would not need a computer lab. 
*The possibility of paperless testing. 

 

Social Studies 
*Senior Economics and Government courses (AP and regular 
level): authentic projects for the last quarter such as a student blog 
project (Government classes) which allows student to have an 
open forum discussion about pertinent contemporary political, 
social and civic issues and a personal finance project (Economics 
classes) enabling students to develop the necessary financial 
literacy skills to be responsible citizens contributing to their own 
and the nation’s wealth. 
*AP courses (World History, US History, Economics, US 
Government & Politics and Psychology): more access to 
computers to gather and analyze documents and data as 
preparation and practice essay writing. 
*Social Science Research Classes (Middle School Research, 
Introduction to SS Research, Advanced SS Research and Intel 
Prep): these classes require daily access to word processing, data 
analysis software (SPSS), online databases, articles, presentation 
and spreadsheet software and email access to interact with 
mentors in order to develop and master research, analysis and 
presentation skills to participate in research competitions and the 
culminating Intel project. 
*Regents and State Exam Test Prep & Review: Grades 9, 10 
and 11 social studies classes utilize the test preparation and 
review online program from Castle Learning on a regular basis. In 
addition, grade 8 classes utilize this for exam preparation and 
review. 
*Overall: enhances student research skills, collaboration, 
communication, problem-solving and presentation skills.  Students 
are more open in sharing their work electronically and are more 
motivated and engaged. 
 

Special Education in All Manhasset Schools 
*Individualized lessons – enrichment, remedial, homework 
*Strengthen community access – home to school 
*Access to software programs 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOLS: 

English 
*Our 12th grade students, in both AP Literature and Advanced 
English Studies, use the 4th quarter of the school year on major 
research assignments, each of which require the daily use of 
technology and computing devices. A Wi-Fi network will allow this 
work to take place in regular instructional classrooms and alleviate 
the shortage of computer lab space for these assignments. These 
research papers help to maintain the integrity of the classroom 
experience for seniors in the fourth quarter of the school year. 
*The 7th and 8th grade Humanities Exploration program is a 
computer-based course in which students maintain an electronic 
notebook, and do the vast majority of their work in web-based 
research on the major topics of the course. A Wi-Fi network will 
allow this course to be moved to a more suitable classroom and 
will free the Writing Center for student use during two periods of 
the day. 
*Writing and editing are essential components of the English 
program in Manhasset. Teachers are able to assist students with 
editing as the writing process develops; a Wi-Fi network will 
exponentially expand opportunities for teachers to interact with 
students as they write, edit, and prepare papers for final review. 
An additional possibility is allowing students to bring a laptop, 
netbook, or similar device from home in order to allow them 
access to our network through a secure portal.  This would provide 
them with filtered internet access as well as access to their files 
and the District computer programs.  Again, even when the labs 
and library computers are in full use, a student could use their own 
device within a study hall, or a hallway, to access and complete 
their work. 
*In these ways Wi-Fi will help to meet current need as well as 
open the doors to instill 21st Century work and life skills to prepare 
Manhasset students for the demands of a globally connected 
world.  

 


